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Recently, a forum in which I participate put forth a discussion on a common theme, belief in one’s ability to 
succeed. My put on the matter was that more than 2000 years ago a very wise person remarked on the 
possibilities if we were to have faith the size of a mustard seed. For thousands of years before that our elders have 
spoken and written about what it takes to have a happy life and solid career. We have only to know their teachings 
and put them into practice. Their words are collected in the Bible, God’s gift of eternal unchanging truth. “The 
Book of Life” it is called for good reason. He shows us how to live to best effect. If we chose to live otherwise, we 
should not expect our lives to take a happy route. This is not a punishment from God. Rather, it is our own choice 
to be unhappy and unsuccessful. It is rather like the fish who leaves the water. The fish dies not because he is 
being punished but because he has departed the life for which he was made.  
 
As Adam and his wife demonstrated, we have been endowed with freedom of choice. To help us make good 
choices, God gave us the ten commandments and inspired his word to be written down for all to see and 
understand. In his love for us, he gives us his guidance as we make our choices. He is keen on our choosing him 
and life with him. However, we can choose otherwise. We end up in life-long and eternal misery thereby. Let us 
take the positive route, the one that is actually much easier than the other. He has shown us the way to that road 
and given us the means to stay on that road. To that end, here are some personal insights into his word regarding 
the pursuit of our calling. All of God’s word is worthy of our knowing and understanding. My hope is that these 
selections will spur you to explore further. 
 
Notes:  
 

 The Bible’s use of words such as man and mankind; and generic references to brother, son, him, he, and his 
are not gender-based. Rather, they are references to people in general. 
 

 Verses and references are drawn from the Douay-Rheims version. 
 

 References are given in the form <book> <chapter>.<verse> 
 

 In some versions Ecclisiasticus is known as Sirach. 
 

 In various versions Ecclesiastes is known as The Preacher, Qoheleth, Koheleth, The Gatherer, or The Teacher. 
 

 In some versions Tobias is known as Tobit. 
 

 In some versions Paralipomenon is known as Chronicles 
 

 In some versions Ezechiel  is rendered as Ezekiel. 
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God’s Love is Inclusive Let us begin by showing the inclusivity of the Bible. God’s book 
is not an exclusionary portrayal of his word. Even those who do not know God in a formal way are still 
his children, and are welcomed by him if they seek him out. Since we are made in the image and 
likeness of God, that seeking is natural to our being. 
 

In every nation, he that feareth him, and worketh 
justice, is acceptable to him. -- Acts 10. 35. 
 
Glory, and honor, and peace to every one that 
worketh good, ... For there is no respect of persons 
with God. -- Romans 2. 10,11. 
 
Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man shall 
do, the same shall he receive from the Lord, whether 
he be bond, or free. -- Ephesians  6. 8. 
 
The eyes of the Lord are towards them that fear him, 
and he knoweth all the work of man.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  15. 20. 

The lawyer, wishing to justify himself, said to Jesus: 
Who is my neighbor ? And Jesus answering, said: A 
certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and fell among robbers, who stripped him, and having 
wounded him, went away, leaving him half dead. It 
chanced that a certain priest went down the same 
way: and seeing him, passed by. In like manner also a 
Levite, when he was near the place and saw him, 
passed by. But a certain Samaritan being on his 
journey, came near him; and seeing him, was moved 
with compassion. And going up to him, bound up his 
wounds, pouring in oil and wine: and setting him upon 
his own beast brought him to an inn, and took care of 
him. And the next day he took out two pence, and 
gave to the host, and said: Take care of him; and 
whatsoever thou shalt spend over and above, I, at my 
return, will repay thee. Which of these three, in thy 
opinion, was neighbor to him that fell among the 
robbers? The lawyer said: He that showed mercy to 
him. And Jesus said to him: Go, and do thou in like 
manner. -- Luke 10. 29-37. 

 
 

Love – The Necessary and Sufficient Ingredient God tells us that there are two 
essential laws by which we should live: Love God above all, and Love our Neighbor as we love ourselves. 
These are the necessary and sufficient components of our calling. Our calling, because of each person’s 
particular gifts, leads to a career. A job is a particular activity as we pursue and grown in our career, 
whereby we fulfill our calling, the purpose God intends for us. Discerning that purpose is an important 
undertaking that requires opening our minds and hearts to him. If we strive to know and follow his 
word, we should have no fear of making our choice of calling, career, and job; and putting our best 
efforts into them. Ask him for his guidance and he will give it to you. 
 

Of all the commandments, which is the most 
important? “The most important one," answered 
Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength.' The second is this: 'Love your 
neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment 
greater than these. … God is one and there is no other 
but him. To love him with all your heart, with all your 
understanding and with all your strength, and to love 
your neighbor as yourself is more important than all 
burnt offerings and sacrifices." -- Matthew 7.28-33. 
 
 

If any man say, I love God, and hateth his brother; he 
is a liar. For he that loveth not his brother, whom he 
seeth, how can he love God, whom he seeth not ? And 
this commandment we have from God, that he who 
loveth God, love also his brother. -- 1 John 4. 20, 21. 
 
He that despiseth his neighbor, sinneth.  
-- Proverbs  14. 21. 
 
For all the law is fulfilled in one word: Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself. -- Galatians  4. 13, 14. 
 
 
 



He that loveth his brother, abideth in the light, and 
there is no scandal in him. -- 1 John 2.10. 
 
Love thy neighbor, and be joined to him with fidelity.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  27. 18. 
 
He will not deprive of good things them that walk in 
innocence: O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that 
trusteth in thee. -- Psalms 83. 13. 
 
It is good to confide in the Lord, rather than to have 
confidence in man. It is good to trust in the Lord, 
rather than to trust in princes. -- Psalms 117. 8, 9. 
 
And this is the confidence, which we have towards 
him: That, whatsoever we shall ask according to his 
will, he heareth us. -- 1 John 5. 14. 
 
Behold, I command thee, take courage and be strong. 
Fear not, and be not dismayed: because the Lord thy 
God is with thee in all things whatsoever thou shalt go 
to. -- Joshua   1. 9. 
 
When thou shalt cry, let thy companies deliver thee, 
but the wind shall carry them all off, a breeze shall 
take them away, but he that putteth his trust in me, 
shall inherit the land, and shall possess my holy 
mount.' -- Isaiah  57. 13. 
 
For there is no confusion to them that trust in thee.  
-- Daniel  3. 40. 
 
And thus consider through all generations : that none 
that trust in him shall fail in strength.  
-- 1 Maccabees  2. 61. 

If there be any other commandment, it is comprised 
in this word: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
The love of our neighbor worketh no evil. Love 
therefore is the fulfilling of the law.  
-- Romans   13. 8-10. 
 
If then you fulfill the royal law, according to the 
scriptures, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself; you 
do well. -- James 2. 8. 
 
Have confidence in the Lord with all thy heart, and 
lean not upon thy own prudence. -- Proverbs  3. 5. 
 
Believe God, and he will recover thee: and direct thy 
way, and trust in him. -- Ecclisiasticus  2. 6. 
 
Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and the 
Lord shall be his confidence. And he shall be as a tree 
that is planted by the waters, that spreadeth out its 
roots towards moisture: and it shall not fear when the 
heat cometh. And the leaf thereof shall be green, and 
in the time of drought, it shall not be solicitous, 
neither shall it cease at any time to bring forth fruit.  
-- Jeremiah  17. 1, 8. 
 
Cast thy care upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee: 
he shall not suffer the just to waver forever.  
-- Psalms 54. 23. 
 
He that feareth man, shall quickly fall: he that 
trusteth in the Lord, shall be set on high.  
-- Proverbs  29. 25.  
 
Do not therefore lose your confidence, which hath a 
great reward. -- Hebrews  10. 35. 

 
 

Nearness to God Yields Confidence Our nearness to God and our faith in him gives 
us confidence to choose our calling, so that we need have no fear as we pursue the resulting career and 
its individual jobs. As we proceed through life, we must continue our efforts to remain in him, to keep 
our hearts a worthy home for him. Life brings its difficulties. God will see us through them if we maintain 
our faith in him and strive to continue in his way. 
 

I have slept and have taken my rest: and I have risen 
up, because the Lord hath protected me. I will not fear 
thousands of the people, surrounding me: arise, O 
Lord; save me, O my God. -- Psalms 3.5. 
 
For though I should walk in the midst of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no  evils, for thou art with me. Thy 
rod and thy staff, they have comforted me.  
-- Psalms 22. 4. 

Behold, I command thee, take courage, and be strong. 
Fear not and be not dismayed: because the Lord thy 
God is with thee in all things whatsoever thou shalt go 
to. -- Joshua   1. 9. 
   
 
 
 
 



 
The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I 
fear ? The Lord is the protector of my life: of whom 
shall I be afraid? .. If armies in camp should stand 
together against me, my heart shall not fear. If a battle 
should rise up against me, in this will I be confident.  
-- Psalms 26. 1, 3. 
 
Our God is our refuge and strength: a helper in 
troubles, which have found us exceedingly. Therefore 
we will not fear, when the earth shall be troubled; and 
the mountains shall be removed into the heart of the 
sea. -- Psalms 45. 2, 3. 
 
In God I will praise my words, in God I have put my 
trust: I will not fear what flesh can do against me.  
-- Psalms 55. 5. 
 
His truth shall compass thee with a shield: thou shalt 
not be afraid of the terror of the night. Of the arrow 
that flieth in the day, of the business that walketh 
about in the dark: of invasion, or of the noonday devil. 
A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at 
thy right hand: but it shall not come nigh thee.  
-- Psalms 90. 5-7. 
 
The Lord is my helper: I will not fear what man can do 
unto me. -- Psalms 115. 6. 
 
I am ready, and am not troubled: that I may keep thy 
commandments. -- Psalms 118. 60. 
 
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for 
us, who is against us? -- Romans   8. 31. 
 
The Lord God is my helper, therefore am I not 
confounded: therefore have I set my face as a most 
hard rock, and I know that I shall not be confounded. 
He is near that justifieth me, who will contend with 
me? let us stand together, who is my adversary? let 
him come near to me. Behold the Lord God is my 
helper: who is he that shall condemn me? Lo, they 
shall all be destroyed as a garment, the moth shall eat 
them up. -- Isaiah  1. 7-9. 

If thou sleep, thou shalt not fear: thou shalt rest, and 
thy sleep shall be sweet. Be not afraid of sudden fear, 
nor of the power of the wicked falling upon thee. For 
the Lord will be at thy side, and will keep thy foot that 
thou be not taken. -- Proverbs  3. 24-26. 
 
Fear not, for I am with thee: turn not aside, for I am 
thy God: I have strengthened thee, and have helped 
thee, and the right hand of my just one hath upheld 
thee.  ... For I am the Lord thy God who take thee by 
the hand, and say to thee: Fear not, I have helped 
thee. -- Isaiah  12. 10, 13. 
 
Hearken to me, you that know what is just, my people 
who have my law in your heart: fear ye not the 
reproach of men, and be not afraid of their 
blasphemies.  ... I, I myself will comfort you: who art 
thou, that thou shouldst be afraid of a mortal man, 
and of the son of man, who shall wither away like 
grass? And thou hast forgotten the Lord thy maker, 
who stretched out the heavens, and founded the 
earth. -- Isaiah  51. 7, 12,13. 
 
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not 
as the world giveth, do I give unto you.   Let not your 
heart be troubled, nor let it be afraid. -- John 14. 27. 
 
But who is he that can hurt you, if you be zealous of 
good? But if also you suffer any thing for justice' sake, 
blessed are ye. And be not afraid of their fear, and be 
not troubled. -- 1 Peter 3. 13, 14. 
 
He that feareth the Lord, shall tremble at nothing, and 
shall not be afraid: for he is his hope.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  34. 16. 
 
Behold, God is my savior, I will deal confidently, and 
will not fear: because the Lord is my strength, and my 
praise, and he is become my salvation. -- Isaiah  12. 2. 
 
That being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
we may serve him without fear, In holiness and justice 
before him, all our days. -- Luke 1. 74, 75. 
 
For you have not received the spirit of bondage again 
in fear; but you have received the spirit of adoption of 
sons, whereby we cry: Abba (Father). -- Romans 8. 15. 

 
 

  



Serving God Gains Success God makes clear that service to our neighbor is essential to our 
service to him. Do not forget to give others the benefit of what you have received. As you share your 
gifts, you also benefit. Success is found in serving others’ needs 
 

Then shall the king say to them that shall he on his 
right hand: Come, ye blessed of my Father, possess 
you the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you 
gave me to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave me to 
drink; I was a stranger, and you took me in: Naked, 
and you covered me: sick, and you visited me: I was in 
prison, and you came to me. Then shall the just 
answer him, saying: Lord, when did we see thee 
hungry, and fed thee; thirsty, and gave thee drink ? 
And when did we see thee a stranger, and took thee 
in? or naked, and covered thee? Or when did we see 
thee sick or in prison, and came to thee? And the king 
answering, shall say to them: Amen I say to you, as 
long as you did . it to one of these my least brethren, 
you did it to me. Then shall he say to them also that 
shall be on his left hand: Depart from me, you cursed, 
into everlasting fire which was prepared for the devil 
and his angels. For I was hungry, and you gave me not 
to eat: I was thirsty, and you gave me not to drink. I 
was a stranger, and you took me not in: naked, and 
you covered me not: sick and in prison, and you did 
not visit me. Then they also shall answer him, saying:  
Lord, when did we see thee hungry, or thirsty, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
minister to thee? Then he shall answer them, saying: 
Amen I say to you, as long as you did it not to one of 
these least, neither did you do it to me. And these 
shall go into everlasting punishment: but the just, into 
life everlasting. -- Matthew  25. 34-46. 

For God is not unjust, that he should forget your work, 
and the love which you have shown in his name, you 
who have ministered, and do minister to the saints.  
-- Hebrews  6. 10. 
 
And you, employing all care, minister in your faith, 
virtue; and in virtue, knowledge; And in knowledge, 
abstinence; and in abstinence, patience; and in 
patience,  godliness; And in godliness, love of 
brotherhood; and in love of brotherhood, charity. For 
if these things be with you and abound, they will 
make you to be neither empty nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he that hath 
not these things with him, is blind, and groping, 
having forgotten that he was purged from his old 
sins. Wherefore, brethren, labor the more, that by 
good works you may make sure your calling and 
election. For doing these things, you shall not sin at 
any time. For so an entrance shall be ministered  to 
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. -- 2 Peter 1.5- 11. 

 
 

  



Community Gives Strength As we continue to apply our gifts, we should join with others in that 

effort. They too are God’s children trying to carry out his will. 
 

Who is the man that desireth life: who loveth to see 
good days? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips 
from speaking guile. Turn away, from evil and do 
good: seek after peace and pursue it.  
-- Psalms 33. 13-15. 
 
He that discloseth the secret of a friend loseth his 
credit, and shall never find a friend to his mind. Love 
thy neighbor, and be joined to him with fidelity. … And 
of a curse there is reconciliation: But to disclose the 
secrets of a friend, leaveth no hope to an unhappy 
soul. -- Ecclisiasticus  27. 17-19, 23, 24. 

 
Repeat not the word which thou hast heard, and 
disclose not the thing that is secret; so shalt thou be 
truly without confusion, and shalt find favor before all 
men. -- Ecclisiasticus  42. 1. 
 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house: neither 
shalt thou desire his wife, nor his servant, nor his 
handmaid, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is 
his. -- Exodus  20. 17. 
 
Among the proud, there are always contentions: but 
they that do all things with counsel, are ruled by 
wisdom. -- Proverbs  8. 10. 
 
He that walketh deceitfully, revealeth secrets: but he 
that is faithful, concealeth the thing committed to him 
by his friend. -- Proverbs  11. 13. 

Every one shall help his neighbor, and shall say to his 
brother: Be of good courage. -- Isaiah  41. 6. 
 
Remember the covenant of the most high, and 
overlook the ignorance of thy neighbor.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  28. 9. 
 
We that are stronger, ought to bear the infirmities of 
the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let every one 
of you please his neighbor unto good, to edification.  
-- Romans   15. 1, 2. 
 
Take heed lest perhaps this your liberty become a 
stumbling-block to the weak. For if a man see him that 
hath knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall 
not his conscience, being weak, be emboldened to eat 
those things which are sacrificed to idols? And 
through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, 
for whom Christ hath died? Now when you sin thus 
against the brethren, and wound their weak 
conscience, you sin against Christ. Wherefore if meat 
scandalize my brother, I will never eat flesh, lest I 
should scandalize my brother. -- 1 Corinthians 8. 9-13. 
 
Practice not evil against thy friend, when he hath 
confidence in thee. -- Proverbs  3. 29. 
 
Meddle not with him that revealeth secrets, and 
walketh deceitfully, and openeth wide his lips.  
-- Proverbs  20. 19. 

 
 

Join in Community with Good People If you want to grow in your career, associate 
with people who are growing in theirs. This does not mean that you do not help those who want to grow 
and clearly need you help. Rather, it means that you do not let yourself be pulled down by those who 
have no desire to go anywhere and want to drag you down to their level. Remember the adage, misery 
loves company. Such people are desperate to make themselves look happy and successful. Do not be 
fooled by their “advertising”. 
 

He that walketh with the wise, shall be wise: a friend 
of fools, shall become like to them. -- Proverbs  13. 20. 
 
Be not a friend to an angry man, and do not walk with 
a furious man: Lest perhaps thou learn his ways, and 
take scandal to thy soul. -- Proverbs  22. 24, 25. 
 
 
 

He that toucheth pitch, shall be de filed with it: and he 
that hath fellowship with the proud, shall put on pride. 
-- Ecclisiasticus  13. 1. 
 
The discourse of sinners is hateful, and their laughter 
is at the pleasures of sin. -- Ecclisiasticus  27. 14. 
 
Know you not that a little leaven corrupteth the whole 
lump? -- 1 Corinthians  5. 6. 



Go not on the way with a bold man, lest he burden 
thee with his evils: for he goeth according to his own 
will, and thou shalt perish together with his folly.   
-- Ecclisiasticus  8. 18. 
 
Lay out thy bread, and thy wine upon the burial of a 
Just man, and do not eat and drink thereof with the 
wicked. -- Tobias  4. 18. 
 
My son, if sinners shall entice thee, consent not to 
them. If they shall say: Come with us, let us lie in wait 
for blood, let us hide snares for the innocent without 
cause. ... Cast in thy lot with us, let us all have one 
purse. My son, walk not thou with them, restrain thy 
foot from their paths. -- Proverbs 1. 10, 11, 14, 15. 
 
Be not delighted in the paths of the wicked, neither 
let the way of evil men please thee. Flee from it, pass 
not by it: go aside, and forsake it.  
-- Proverbs  4. 14, 15. 
 
Be not in the feasts of great drinkers, nor in their 
revellings, who contribute flesh to eat: Because they 
that give themselves to drinking, and that club 
together shall be consumed; and drowsiness shall be 
clothed with rags. -- Proverbs  23. 20, 21. 
 
Seek not to be like evil men, neither desire to be with 
them. -- Proverbs  24. 1. 
 
My son, fear the Lord and the king: and have nothing 
to do with detractors. -- Proverbs  24. 21. 
 
Winnow not with every wind, and go not into every 
way: for so is every sinner proved by a double tongue. 
-- Ecclisiasticus  5. 11. 
 
Depart from the unjust, and evils shall depart from 
thee. -- Ecclisiasticus  7. 2. 
 
Number not thyself among the multitude of the 
disorderly. -- Ecclisiasticus  7. 17. 
 
He that walketh with the wise, will be wise.  
-- Proverbs  13. 20. 
 
He that feareth God, shall likewise have good 
friendship: because according to him, shall his friend 
be. -- Ecclisiasticus  6. 17. 
 
 
 
 

 
Be not seduced: Evil communications corrupt good 
manners. -- 1 Corinthians  15. 33. 
 
I have not sat with the council of vanity: neither will I 
go in with the doers of unjust things. I have hated the 
assembly of the malignant; and with the wicked I will 
not sit. -- Psalms 25. 4, 5. 
 
Incline not my heart to evil words; to make excuses in 
sins. With men that work iniquity: and I will not 
communicate with the choicest of them.  
-- Psalms 140. 4. 
 
Bear not the yoke with unbelievers. For what 
participation hath Justice with injustice? Or what 
fellowship hath light with darkness? And what 
concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath the 
faithful with the unbeliever? And what agreement 
hath the temple of God with idols? For you are the 
temple of the living God. ... Wherefore, Go out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean tiring. -- 2 Corinthians  vi. 14-17. 
 
Know also this, that in the last days, shall come 
dangerous times. Men shall be lovers of themselves, 
covetous, haughty, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, ungrateful, wicked, Without affection, 
without peace, slanderers, incontinent, unmerciful, 
without kindness, Traitors, stubborn, puffed up, and 
lovers of pleasure more than of God: Having an 
appearance indeed of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof. Now these avoid. -- 2 Timothy  3. 1-5. 
 
Take no pleasure in riotous assemblies, be they ever 
so small: for their concertation is continual.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  18. 32. 
 
Talk not much with a fool, and go not with him that 
hath no sense. Keep thyself from him, that thou mayst 
not have trouble, and thou shalt not be defiled with 
his sin. Turn away from him, and thou shalt find rest, 
and shalt not be wearied out with his folly.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  22. 14-16. 
 
He that walketh with the wise, shall be wise: a friend 
of fools, shall become like to them. -- Proverbs  13. 20. 
 
Be not a friend to an angry man, and do not walk with 
a furious man: Lest perhaps thou learn his ways, and 
take scandal to thy soul. -- Proverbs  22. 24, 25. 
 
 



 
Stand in the multitude of ancients that are wise, and 
join thyself from thy heart to their wisdom, that thou 
mayst hear every discourse of God, and the Sayings of 
praise may not escape thee. And if thou see a man of 
understanding, go to him early in the morning, and let 
thy foot wear the steps of his doors.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  6. 35, 36. 
 
According to thy power beware of thy neighbor, and 
treat with the wise and prudent. Let just men be thy 
guests, and let thy glory be in the fear of God.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  9. 21, 22. 
 
Go to the side of the holy age, with them that live and 
give praise to God. -- Ecclisiasticus  17. 25. 
 
In the midst of the unwise, keep in the word till its 
time: but be continually among men that think.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  27. 13. 
 
But be continually with a holy man, whomsoever thou 
shalt know to observe the fear of God, Whose soul is 
according to thy own soul: and who, when thou shalt 
stumble in the dark, will be sorry for thee.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  37. 15, 16. 
 
Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity. -- Psalms 132. 1. 
 
Let nothing be done through contention, neither by 
vain glory; but in humility, let each esteem others 
better than themselves: Each one not considering the 
things that are his own but those that are other 
men's. -- Philipp. 2. 2-4.  

 
Be not delighted in the paths of the wicked, neither 
let the way of evil men please thee. Flee from it, pass 
not by it: go aside, and forsake it.  
-- Proverbs  4. 14, 15. 
 
Seek not to be like evil men, neither desire to be with 
them. -- Proverbs  24. 1. 
 
Depart from the unjust, and evils shall depart from 
thee. -- Ecclisiasticus  7. 2. 
 
Number not thyself among the multitude of the 
disorderly. -- Ecclisiasticus  7. 17. 
 
Talk not much with a fool, and go not with him that 
hath no sense. Keep thyself from him, that thou mayst 
not have trouble, and thou shalt not be defiled with 
his sin. Turn away from him, and thou shalt find rest, 
and shalt not be wearied out with his folly.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  22. 14-16. 
 
Know also this, that in the last days, shall come 
dangerous times. Men shall be lovers of themselves, 
covetous, haughty, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, ungrateful, wicked, Without affection, 
without peace, slanderers, incontinent, unmerciful, 
without kindness, Traitors, stubborn, puffed up, and 
lovers of pleasure more than of God: Having an 
appearance indeed of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof. Now these avoid. -- 2 Timothy  3. I-5. 

 
 

Beware of Greed From what we have seen so far of God’s words, it is clear that happiness 
and security are not found in constantly striving for more money, fame, or power. As we make all best 
effort to use God’s gifts to their fullest in our service to him and his people, we should not fall into the 
infinite pit of greed. Beware of greed since greed has no limits. It is a black hole into which all our lives 
can be poured to no benefit at all. Greed gives no satisfaction. Instead, it leads to ultimate misery, even 
as God has shown us. 
 

The life of a laborer that is content with what he hath, 
shall be sweet, and in it thou shalt find a treasure.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  40. 18. 
 
He that is greedy of gain, troubleth his own house: 
but he that hateth bribes shall live. -- Proverbs  15. 27. 
 
 

Who shall ascend into the mountain of the Lord: or 
who shall stand in his holy place? The innocent in 
hands, and clean of heart, who hath not taken his soul 
in vain, nor sworn deceitfully to his neighbor. He shall 
receive a blessing from the Lord, and mercy from God 
his Savior. -- Psalms 23. 3-5. 
 
 



He that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days.  
-- Proverbs  28. 16. 

 
A covetous man shall not be satisfied with money: 
and he that loveth riches, shall reap no fruit from 
them: so this also is vanity. -- Ecclesiastes  5. 9. 
 
Christ said to them: Take heed, and beware of all 
covetousness; for a man's life doth not consist in the 
abundance of things which he possesseth.  
-- Luke 12. 15. 
 
Let your manners be without covetousness, contented 
with such things as you have; for he hath said: I will 
not leave thee, neither will I forsake thee.  
-- Hebrews  13. 5. 

 
A faithful man shall be much praised: but he that 
maketh haste to be rich, shall not be innocent.  
-- Proverbs  28. 20. 
 
The eye of the covetous man is insatiable in his 
portion of iniquity: he will not be satisfied till he 
consume his own soul, drying it up.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  14. 9. 

 
The desire of money is the root of all evils; which 
some coveting, have erred from the faith, and have 
entangled themselves in many sorrows.  
-- 1 Timothy 6. 10. 
 
No man can serve two masters. For either he will hate 
the one, and love the other: or he will sustain the one, 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon. -- Matthew  6. 24. 

 
 

Lay Your Foundation Our work early in our lives leads to a great deal of satisfaction over 
time. There is no easy way, no 90-day wonders, no instant success. God assures us that our labor is not 
in vain. 
 

Behold with your eyes how I have labored a little, and 
have found much rest to myself. ... Work your work 
before the time, and he will give you your reward in 
his time. -- Ecclisiasticus  51. 35, 38. 

In doing good, let us not fail. For in due time we shall 
reap, not failing. -- Galatians  6. 9. 

 
 

Always be Fully Engaged Nobody, from the highest to the lowest on mankind’s social 
scale should be without effort toward a worthy purpose. 
 

Neither did we eat any man's bread for nothing, but in 
labor and in toil we worked night and day, lest we 
should be chargeable to any of you. ... For also when 
we were with you, this we declared to you: that, if any 
man will not work, neither let him eat. For we have 
heard that there are some among you who walk 
disorderly, working not at all, but curiously meddling. 
Now we charge them that are such, and beseech them 
by the Lord Jesus Christ, that working with silence, 
they would eat their own bread.  
-- 2 Thessalonians  3. 8, 10-12. 

 

 
 

  



Our Labor – Essential to Success  Even as shown in the quote above, labor is one 
of mankind’s duties before God. 
 

Man is born to labor, and the bird to fly. -- Job 5. 7. 
 
Man shall go forth to his work, and to his labor until 
the evening. -- Psalms 103. 23. 
 
Hate not laborious works, nor husbandry ordained by 
the most High. -- Ecclisiasticus  7. 16. 

Jesus said: So is the kingdom of God,  as if a man 
should cast seed into the earth, And should sleep, and 
rise, night and day, and the seed should spring, and 
grow up whilst he knoweth not. For the earth of itself 
bringeth forth fruit, first the blade, then the ear, 
afterwards the full corn in the ear. And when the fruit 
is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, 
because the harvest is come. -- Mark 4.26-29. 

 
 

Labor Gives Pleasure  Yet, life is not all work. Life is also enjoyment of God’s gifts and 
the earth on which he has placed us. 
 

This therefore hath seemed good to me, that a man 
should eat and drink, and enjoy the fruit of his labor, 
wherewith he hath labored under the sun, all the days 
of his life which God hath given him: and this is his 
portion. -- Ecclesiastes  5. 17. 
 
And every man shall receive his own reward, according 
to his own labor. -- 1 Corinthians 3. 8. 

For he will render to a man his work, and according 
to the ways of every one he will reward them.  
-- Job 34. 11. 
 
By the fruit of his own mouth shall a man be filled 
with good things, and according to the works of his 
hands it shall be repaid him. -- Proverbs  12. 14. 

 
 

Always Possible to Reform  Although we sometimes get off on a bad track, it is 
never too late to reform our lives and adopt a productive purpose. If we humble ourselves before him, 
God forgives. As servants of our neighbor, we ourselves are called upon to forgive. Without forgiveness, 
there can be no improvement. In its unforgiveness, society can not benefit from the re-integration of 
reformed citizens. The same energy of the sinner can be turned to good if society will forgive and enable 
re-integration. 
 

He that stole, let him now steal no more; but rather 
let him labor, working with his hand the thing which is 
good. -- Ephesians  4. 28. 
 
I have acknowledged my sin to thee, and my injustice I 
have not concealed. I said, I will confess against 
myself my injustice to the Lord: and thou hast 
forgiven the wickedness of my sin. -- Psalms 31. 5. 
 
For God is compassionate and merciful, and will 
forgive sins in the day of tribulation.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  2. 13 
 
How great is the mercy of the Lord, and his 
forgiveness to them that turn to him!  
-- Ecclisiasticus  17. 28. 
 
 

Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, 
and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you 
shall be forgiven. Give, and it shall be given to you: 
good measure and pressed down and shaken together 
and running over shall they give into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that you shall mete withal, it 
shall be measured to you again. -- Luke 6. 37, 38. 
 
The learning of a man is known by patience: and his 
glory is to pass over wrongs. -- Proverbs  19. 11. 
 
And forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our 
debtors. -- Matthew  6. 12. 
 
For if you forgive men their offences, your heavenly 
Father will forgive you also your offences. But if you 
will not forgive men, neither will your Father forgive 
you your offences. -- Matthew  6. 14, 15. 



Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unjust man his 
thoughts, and let him return to the Lord, and he will 
have mercy on him, and to our God: for he is bountiful 
to forgive. -- Isaiah 55. 7. 
 
But if the wicked do penance for all his sins which he 
hath committed, and keep all my commandments, 
and do judgment and justice, living he shall live, and 
shall not die. I will not remember all his iniquities that 
he hath done: in his justice which he hath wrought, he 
shall live. -- Ezechiel 18. 21, 22. 
 
Be ye kind one to another; merciful, forgiving one 
another, even as God hath forgiven you in Christ.  
-- Ephesians  4. 32. 

 
And when you shall stand to pray, forgive, if you have 
aught against any man; that your Father also who is in 
heaven, may forgive you your sins. But if you will not 
forgive, neither will your Father that is in heaven, 
forgive you your sins. -- Mark 11. 25, 26. 

 
Take heed to yourselves. If thy brother sin against 
thee, reprove him: and if he do penance, forgive him. 
And if he sin against thee seven times in a day, and 
seven times in a day be converted unto thee, saying, I 
repent; forgive him. -- Luke 17. 3, 4. 
 
Bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, 
if any have a complaint against another: even as the 
Lord hath forgiven you, so do you also.  
-- Colossians 3. 13. 

 
 

Do not be Drawn to Revenge Revenge is unbecoming of God’s children. That is 
because it is against the law to love God and love one’s neighbor. It is also against the principle of 
forgiveness. Revenge harms those who take revenge more than anyone else. They become anathema to 
others, who avoid them at all costs. 
 

And say not: How mighty am I ? and who shall bring 
me under for my deeds? for God will surely take 
revenge. -- Ecclisiasticus  5. 2, 3. 
 
Seek not revenge, nor be mindful of the injury of thy 
citizens. Thou shalt love thy friend as thyself. I am the 
Lord. -- Leviticus  19. 18. 
 
Revenge is mine, and I will repay them in due time.  
-- Deuteronomy 32. 35. 
 
Seek not revenge, nor be mindful of the injury of thy 
citizens. -- Leviticus  19. 18. 

 
Say not: I will return evil: wait for the Lord, and he will 
deliver thee. -- Proverbs  20. 22. 
 
Say not: I will do to him as he hath done to me: I will 
render to every one according to his work.  
-- Proverbs  24. 29. 
 
Rejoice not at the death of thy enemy; knowing that 
we all die, and are not willing that others should 
rejoice at our death. -- Ecclisiasticus  8. 8. 
 
Remember not any injury done thee by thy neighbor, 
and do thou nothing by deeds of injury.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  10. 6. 

But what have you to do with me, O Tyre, and Sidon, 
and all the coast of the Philistines? will you revenge 
yourselves on me? and if you revenge yourselves on 
me, I will very soon return you a recompense upon 
your own head. -- Joel 3. 4. 
 
He that seeketh to revenge himself, shall find 
vengeance from the Lord, and he will surely keep his 
sins in remembrance. Forgive thy neighbor, if he hath 
hurt thee: and then shall thy sins be forgiven to thee 
when thou prayest. Man to man reserveth anger, and 
doth he seek remedy of God? He hath no mercy on a 
man like himself, and doth he entreat for his own 
sins? He that is but flesh, nourisheth anger, and doth 
he ask forgiveness of God? who shall obtain pardon 
for his sins? Remember thy last things, and let enmity 
cease. -- Ecclisiasticus  28. 1-6. 
 
Bless them that persecute you: bless, and curse not. … 
To no man rendering evil for evil. … Revenge not 
yourselves, my dearly beloved; but give place unto 
wrath, for it is written: Revenge is mine, I will repay, 
saith the Lord. But if thy enemy be hungry, give him to 
eat; if he thirst, give him to drink. For, doing this, thou 
shalt heap coals of fire upon his head. Be not 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil by good.  
-- Romans   12. 14, 17,  19-21. 
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Be not anxious for goods unjustly gotten: for they 
shall not profit thee in the day of calamity and 
revenge. -- Ecclisiasticus  v. 10. 

See that none render evil for evil to any man; but ever 
follow that which is good towards each other, and 
towards all men. -- 1 Thessalonians  v. 15. 
 
Not rendering evil for evil, nor railing for railing but 
contrariwise, blessing: for unto this are you called, 
that you may inherit a blessing. -- 1 Peter 3. 9. 

 
 

Ends do not Justify Means  We are cautioned against using ill means in an attempt 
to achieve good ends, for the ends do not justify the means. Instead, we are called to choose good 
means to achieve good ends. By implication, we have to put effort into means and ends. It is not enough 
to just put forth effort without ensuring a worthy result. 
 

The work of the just is unto life: but the fruit of the 
wicked, unto sin. -- Proverbs  10. 16. 
 
Every work that is corruptible shall fail in the end: and 
the worker thereof shall go with it. And every 
excellent work shall be justified: and the worker 
thereof shall be honored therein.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  14. 20, 21. 
 
If thou do well, shalt thou not receive? but if ill, shall 
not sin forthwith be present at the door?  
-- Genesis  4. 7. 
 
Because I have kept the ways of the Lord; and have 
not done wickedly against my God. For all his 
judgments are in my sight: and his Justices I have not 
put away from me. And I shall be spotless with him: 
and shall keep myself from my iniquity. And the Lord 
will reward me according to my justice; and according 
to the cleanness of my hands before his eyes.  
-- Psalms 17. 21-25. 
 
The judgments of the Lord are true, justified in 
themselves. More to be desired than gold and many 
precious stones: and sweeter than honey and the 
honeycomb. For thy servant keepeth them, and in 
keeping them there is a great reward.  
-- Psalms 18. 10-12. 

All mercy shall make a place for every man according 
to the merit of his works, and according to the 
wisdom of his sojournment. -- Ecclisiasticus  16. 15. 
 
And they that have done good things, shall come forth 
unto the resurrection of life; but they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of Judgment. -- John 5. 29. 
 
[God] will render to every man according to his works. 
To them indeed, who according to patience in good 
works, seek glory and honor and incorruption, eternal 
life. -- Romans 2. 6, 7. 
 
Every man's work shall be manifest; for the day of the 
Lord shall declare it, because it shall be revealed in 
fire; and the fire shall try every man's work, of what 
sort it is. If any man's work abide, which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward.  
-- 1 Corinthians 3. 13, 14. 
 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast and 
unmovable; always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the 
Lord. -- 1 Corinthians 15. 58. 

 
 

  



Be of Solid Character  By following the guidance God has given us we have the 
opportunity to live happy lives and have solid careers. His word leads us to become the kind of person 
who is in demand within a world that is woefully lacking in people of sought-after character. Dr. Laura 
Schlessinger (a therapist of the Jewish tradition) puts it well in this quote: 
 

It is in the obligations to others, the integrity of our beliefs and actions, our 
regard for agreements and pledges, our sincerity, the bond of your word, our 
honesty, our conformity to right and good, our fairness, and our inability to be 
readily influenced away from these character traits by the seduction of exciting 
momentary gain that others come to be comfortable and secure with us. (She 
later remarks that people who live by this idea of self-discipline are held by 
others to be as rare and precious as diamonds.)   
-- Dr. Laura Schlessinger, How Could You do That, p 232 

 
How well Dr. Schlessinger summarizes the need for and the value of good character. Do not be deceived 
into thinking that by deceit you can gain worldly advantage. That is a trap out of which nobody will help 
you since nobody will trust you. To succeed in life, you need to be in community with others. Deceitful 
people destroy that community, that connectedness. Given the speed of modern networking, bad 
reputations travel fast. Fraud is another expression of deceit. Both come from the fallacy that success 
can be had from lies. Why waste your life on such things? Instead, aim to live life to its fullest, 
accomplishing all that your gifts and talents enable. 
 

Who shall ascend into the mountain of the Lord: or 
who shall stand in his holy place? The innocent in 
hands, and clean of heart, who hath not taken his soul 
in vain, nor sworn deceitfully to his neighbor. He shall 
receive a blessing from the Lord, and mercy from God 
his Savior. -- Psalms 23. 3-5. 
 
You shall not steal. You shall not lie, neither shall any 
man deceive his neighbor. -- Leviticus  19. 11. 
 
He that covereth hatred deceitfully, his malice shall be 
laid open in the public assembly. -- Proverbs  26. 26. 
 
A deceitful tongue loveth not truth: and a slippery 
mouth worketh ruin. -- Proverbs  26. 28. 
 
Better are the wounds of a friend, than the deceitful 
kisses of an enemy. -- Proverbs  27. 6. 
 
Of one spark cometh a great fire, and of one deceitful 
man much blood. -- Ecclisiasticus  11. 34. 
 
If one cast a stone on high, it will fall upon his own 
head: and the deceitful stroke will wound the 
deceitful. -- Ecclisiasticus  26. 28. 
 
 
 

He that walketh deceitfully, revealeth secrets: but he 
that is faithful, concealeth the thing committed to him 
by his friend. -- Proverbs 11. 13 
 
Meddle not with him that revealeth secrets, and 
walketh deceitfully, and openeth wide his lips.  
-- Proverbs  20. 19. 
 
The deceitful man shall not find gain: but the 
substance of a just man shall be precious gold.  
-- Proverbs  12. 27. 
 
Be not witness without cause against thy neighbor: 
and deceive not any man with thy lips.  
-- Proverbs  24. 28. 
 
Thou hatest all the workers of iniquity: thou wilt 
destroy all that speak a lie. The bloody and the 
deceitful man the Lord will abhor. -- Psalms 5. 7. 
 
The fear of the Lord hateth evil: I hate arrogance, and 
pride, and every wicked way, and a mouth with a 
double tongue. -- Proverbs  8. 13. 
 
With [God] is strength and wisdom: he knoweth both 
the deceiver, and him that is deceived. -- Job 12. 16. 
 
 



He that seeketh the law, shall be filled with it: and he 
that dealeth deceitfully, shall meet with a stumbling 
block therein. -- Ecclisiasticus  32. 19. 
 
No good shall come to the deceitful son: but the wise 
servant shall prosper in his dealings, and his way shall 
be made straight. -- Proverbs  14. 15. 
 
He that deceiveth the just in a wicked way, shall fall in 
his own destruction; and the upright shall possess his 
goods. -- Proverbs  28. 10. 
 
A deceitful balance is an abomination before the Lord: 
and a just weight is his will. -- Proverbs  11. 1. 
 
The bread of lying is sweet to a man: but afterwards 
his mouth shall be filled with gravel.  
-- Proverbs  20. 17. 
 
Diverse weights are an abomination before the Lord: a 
deceitful balance is not good. -- Proverbs  20. 23. 
 
Bring not every man into thy house: for many are the 
snares of the deceitful. -- Ecclisiasticus  11. 31. 
 
The simplicity of the just shall guide them: and the 
deceitfulness of the wicked shall destroy them.  
-- Proverbs  11.3. 
 
Beware lest any man cheat you by philosophy, and 
vain deceit; according to the tradition of men, 
according to the elements of the world, and not 
according to Christ. -- Colossians ii. 8. 
 
Do not any unjust thing in judgment, in rule, in weight, 
or in measure. Let the balance be just, and the  
weights equal, the bushel just, and the sextary equal.  
-- Leviticus  19. 35, 36. 
 
A lie is a foul blot in a man, and yet it will be 
continually in the mouth of men without discipline. A 
thief is better than a man that is always lying: but both 
of them shall inherit destruction. The manners of lying 
men are without honor: and their confusion is with 
them without ceasing. -- Ecclisiasticus  20. 26-28. 

 
For wisdom will not enter into a malicious soul, nor 
dwell in a body subject to sins. For the Holy Spirit of 
discipline will flee from the deceitful, and will 
withdraw himself from thoughts that are without 
understanding, and he shall not abide, when iniquity 
cometh in. -- Wisdom  1. 4, 5. 
 
There is one that humbleth himself wickedly, and his 
interior is full of deceit. -- Ecclisiasticus  19. 23. 
 
Six things there are which the Lord hateth, and the 
seventh, his soul detesteth: Haughty eyes, a lying 
tongue, hands that shed innocent blood … A deceitful 
witness that uttereth lies, and him that soweth 
discord among brethren. -- Proverbs  6.  16,  17, 19. 
 
The Lord will not afflict the soul of the just with 
famine, and he will disappoint the deceitful practices 
of the wicked. -- Proverbs  10. 3. 
 
He that gathereth treasures by a lying tongue is vain 
and foolish, and shall stumble upon the snares of 
death.  -- Proverbs  21. 6. 
 
Thou shalt not have diverse weights in thy bag, a 
greater and a less. Neither shall there be in thy house 
a  greater bushel and a less. Thou shalt have a just 
and a true  weight, and thy bushel shall be equal and 
true that thou mayst live a long  time upon the land 
which the Lord thy God shall give thee. For the Lord 
thy God abhorreth him that doth these things, and he 
hateth all injustice. -- Deuteronomy 25. 13-16. 
 
For this is the will of God, your sanctification; … that 
no man overreach, nor circumvent his brother in 
business: because the Lord is the avenger of all  these 
things, as we have told you before, and have testified. 
-- 1 Thessalonians  4.  3, 6. 

 
 

  



Work Yields Merit As we perform good works, we gain merit not only here on earth but 
also in heaven. It is not that we seek earthly glory in place of heavenly gain. What happens is that good 
works are natural to good living. We benefit now and for eternity thereby. 
 

God hath spoken once, these two things have I heard, 
that power belongeth  to God, And mercy, to thee, O 
Lord; for thou wilt render to every man according  to 
his works. -- Psalms 61. 12, 13. 
 
He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet, 
shall receive the reward of a prophet: and he that 
receiveth a just man in the name of a just man, shall 
receive the reward of a just man. And whosoever shall 
give to drink to one of these little ones a cup of cold 
water only in the name of a disciple, amen I say to 
you, he shall not lose his reward.  
-- Matthew  10. 41, 42. 
 
For whosoever shall give you to drink a cup of water in 
my name, because you belong to Christ: amen I say to 
you, he shall not lose his reward. -- Mark 9. 40. 

 [God] will render to every man according to his 
works. To them indeed, who according to patience in 
good work, seek glory and honor and incorruption, 
eternal life. -- Romans 2. 6, 7. 
 
For what things a man shall sow, those also shall he 
reap. For he that soweth in his flesh, of the flesh also 
shall reap corruption. But he that soweth in the spirit, 
of the spirit shall reap life everlasting. And in doing 
good, let us not fail. For in due time we shall reap, not 
failing. -- Galatians  6. 8, 9. 
 
For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels: and then will he render to 
every man according to his works. -- Matthew  16. 27. 

 
 

Fruits of Faith It is true that we can not earn our way into heaven. There is nothing that we can 
do to deserve heaven. Rather, God sent his son to earn it for us for only he is capable of the necessary 
perfection during life on earth. However, those who have faith, by their very nature, live by their faith. 
Their lives reflect their faith. Their works are evidence of their faith. 
 

Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them. ... Not 
every one that saith to me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven: but he that doth the will of 
my Father who is in heaven, he shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. -- Matthew 7.21. 

What shall it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath 
faith, but hath not works ? Shall faith be able to save 
him? And if a brother or sister be naked, and want 
daily food: And one of you say to them: Go in peace, 
be ye warmed and filled; yet give them not those 
things that are necessary for the body, what shall it 
profit? So faith also, if it have not works, is dead in 
itself. ... Thou believest that there is one God. Thou 
dost well: the devils also believe and tremble. But wilt 
thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is 
dead ? ... Do you see that by works a man is justified; 
and not by faith only? ... For even as the body without 
the spirit is dead; so also faith without works is dead.  
-- James 2. 14-17, 19, 20, 24, 26. 

 
 

  



Polite Self-Promotion vs. Conceit  Even as the light of a lamp can not shine if it is 
hidden under a bushel basket, the good we offer can not have its full affect if we are unwilling to put our 
gifts forward. However, there is a huge difference between a humble offering of our gifts and the 
boasting that comes from conceit. 
 

As clouds, and wind, when no rain, followeth, so is the 
man that boasteth, and doth not fulfill his promises.  
-- Proverbs  25. 14. 
 
Boast not for to-morrow, for thou knowest not what 
the day to come may bring forth. -- Proverbs  xxvii. I. 
Let another praise thee, and not thy own mouth: a 
stranger, and not thy own lips. -- Proverbs  27. 2. 
 
He that boasteth, and puffeth up himself, stirreth up 
quarrels: but he that trusteth in the Lord shall be 
healed. -- Proverbs  28. 25. 
 
Be not hasty in thy tongue: and slack and remiss in thy 
works. -- Ecclisiasticus 4. 34. 
 
But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. For not 
he who commendeth himself, is approved, but he 
whom God commendeth. -- 2 Corinthians  10. 17,18. 

Be not wise in thy own conceit: fear God, and depart 
from evil. -- Proverbs  3. 7. 
 
Hast thou seen a man wise in his own conceit? there 
shall be more hope of a fool than of him.  
-- Proverbs  26. 12. 
 
Woe to you that are wise in your own eyes, and 
prudent in your own conceits. -- Isaiah  5. 21. 
 
Being of one mind one towards another. Not minding 
high things, but consenting to the humble. Be not wise 
in your own conceits. -- Romans   12. 16. 
 
Extol not thyself in doing thy work, and linger not in 
the time of distress. Better is he that laboreth, and 
aboundeth in all things, than he that boasteth himself, 
and wanteth bread. -- Ecclisiasticus  10. 29,30. 
 
He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it 
under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don’t you put it on its 
stand?” -- Mark 4.21 

 
 

No Good Result from Taking What is not Earned There are some who take from 
those who work hard. These are the thieves, those who withhold wages and even jobs, those who 
marginalize the general population so that a few rich and powerful people can become even more rich 
and powerful, those who serve money instead of God. These people take what others have earned. So, 
yes, it is possible that all our best God-like efforts will not lead to the earthly rewards we have earned. 
However, all things become just after our short time on this earth ends and we move on to the next 
phase of our existence. Do not despair in this since God does not forget his own. 
 

If any man hath done any work for thee, immediately 
pay him his hire, and let not the wages of thy hired  
servant stay with thee at all. -- Tobias  4- 15. 
 

Woe to him that buildeth up his house by injustice, 
and his chambers not in judgment: that will oppress 
his friend without cause, and will not pay him his 
wages. -- Jeremiah  22. 13. 
 

And I will come to you in judgment, and will be a 
speedy witness against sorcerers, and adulterers, and 
false swearers, and them that oppress the hireling in 
his wages, the widows, and the fatherless: and 
oppress the stranger, and have not feared me, saith. 
the Lord of hosts. -- Malachi  3. 5. 

Thou shalt not refuse the hire of the needy and the 
poor, whether he be thy brother, or a stranger that 
dwelleth with thee in the land, and is within thy gates: 
But thou shalt pay him the price of his labor the same, 
day, before the going down of the sun, because he is 
poor, and with it maintaineth his life: lest he cry 
against thee to the Lord, and it be reputed to thee for 
a sin. -- Deuteronomy 24. 14, 15. 
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Thou shalt not calumniate thy neighbor,  nor oppress 
him by violence. The wages of him that hath been 
hired by thee, shall not abide with thee until the 
morning. -- Leviticus  19. 13. 

He that offereth sacrifice of the goods of the poor, is 
as one that sacrificeth the son in the presence of his 
father. The bread of the needy is the life of the poor: 
he that defraudeth them thereof, is a man of blood. 
He that taketh away the bread gotten by sweat, is like 
him that killeth his neighbor. He that sheddeth blood, 
and he that defraudeth the laborer of his hire, are 
brothers. -- Ecclisiasticus  34. 24-27. 
 
Behold the hire of the laborers, who have reaped 
down your fields, which by fraud, has been kept back 
by you, crieth: and the cry of them hath entered into 
the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. -- James 5. 4. 

 
 

Laziness gets you Nowhere Even as our works, deeds, and labors can bring happiness and 
success to this present life and to our eternal life, the opposite is true of lazy and slothful people, and 
those who seek to gain without earning. Here we are not speaking of those who CAN NOT do for 
themselves or those who need our assistance as they strive for improvement. Instead, we are talking 
about those who WILL NOT do for themselves, those who have made themselves into leaches upon 
society. 
 

He that gathereth in the harvest, is a wise son: but he 
that snoreth in the summer, is the son of confusion.  
-- Proverbs  10. 5. 
 
As vinegar to the teeth, and smoke to the eyes, so is 
the sluggard to them that sent him. -- Proverbs  10. 26. 
 
The sluggard willeth and willeth not: but the soul of 
them that work, shall be made  fat. -- Proverbs   13.  4. 
 
The way of the slothful is as a hedge of thorns; the 
way of the just is without offence. -- Proverbs  15. 19. 
 
Desires kill the slothful: for his hands have refused to 
work at all. He longeth and desireth all the day.  
-- Proverbs  21. 25. 26. 
 
The slothful man saith: There is a lion in the way, and 
a lioness in the roads. As the door . turneth upon its 
hinges, so doth the slothful upon his bed. The slothful 
hideth his hand under his armpit, and it grieveth him 
to turn it to his mouth. The sluggard is wiser in his 
own conceit, than seven men that speak sentences.  
-- Proverbs  26. 13-16. 
 
Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep, and an idle soul 
shall suffer hunger. -- Proverbs  19. 15. 
 
 
 

Because of the cold the sluggard would not plough: he 
shall beg therefore in the summer, and it shall not be 
given him. -- Proverbs  20. -4. 
 
The thoughts of the industrious always bring forth 
abundance: but every sluggard is always in want.  
-- Proverbs 21. 5. 
 
I passed by the field of the slothful man, and by the 
vineyard of the foolish man: And behold it was all 
filled with nettles, and thorns had covered the face 
thereof, and the stone wall was broken down. Which 
when I had seen, I laid it up in my heart, and by the 
example, I received instruction. Thou wilt sleep a little, 
said I, thou wilt slumber a little, thou wilt fold thy 
hands a little to rest: And poverty shall come to thee 
as a runner, and beggary as an armed man.  
-- Proverbs  24. 30-34. 
 
By slothfulness a building shall be brought down, and 
through the weakness of hands, the house shall drop 
through. -- Ecclesiastes  10. 18. 
 
He that observeth the wind, shall not sow: and he that 
considereth the clouds, shall never reap.  
-- Ecclesiastes, 11. 4. 
 
Go to the ant, O sluggard, and consider  her ways, and 
learn wisdom. -- Proverbs  6. 6. 
 



How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou 
rise out of thy sleep ? Thou wilt sleep a little, thou wilt 
slumber a little, thou wilt fold thy hands a little to 
sleep: And want shall come upon thee, as a traveler, 
and poverty as a man armed. But if thou be diligent, 
thy harvest shall come as a fountain, and want shall 
flee far from thee. -- Proverbs  6. 9-11. 
 
The slothful hand hath wrought poverty: but the hand 
of the industrious getteth riches. -- Proverbs  10. 4. 
 
The hand of the valiant shall bear rule: but that which 
is slothful, shall be under tribute. -- Proverbs  12. 2-4. 

Love not sleep, lest poverty oppress thee: open thy 
eyes, and be filled with bread. -- Proverbs  20. 13. 
 
A wise man will fear in every thing, and in the days of 
sins, will beware of sloth. -- Ecclisiasticus  18. 27. 
 
In carefulness not slothful. In spirit fervent. Serving 
the Lord. -- Romans   12. 11. 
 
He who soweth sparingly, shall also reap sparingly: 
and he who soweth in blessings, shall also reap 
blessings. -- 2 Corinthians  9. 6. 

 
 

Persist to the End Within the Mormon tradition, one sees a strong theme of “persist to the 
end”. It is a good theme. We should persist in God’s teachings so that we can become the people he 
wants us to be, achieve the good he intends for us, and apply that good to our lives and the lives of 
others. We thereby reach our ultimate destination, eternal happiness with him. As you cope with the 
difficulties of life, do not give up. Nor should you let your difficulties become an excuse for wrong-doing. 
 

Why dost thou declare my Justices, and take my 
covenant in thy mouth? Seeing thou hast hated 
discipline: and hast cast my words behind thee. ... 
These things hast thou done, and I was silent. Thou 
thoughtest unjustly that I should be like to thee: but I 
will reprove thee, and set before thy face. Understand 
these things, you that forget God; lest he snatch you 
away, and there be none to deliver you.  
-- Psalms 49. 16, 17, 21, 22. 
 
And they loved him with their mouth: and with their 
tongue they lied unto him: But their heart was not 
right with him: nor were they counted faithful in his 
covenant. -- Psalms 77. 36, 37. 
 
He hath commanded no man to do wickedly, and he 
hath given no man license to sin: For he desireth not a 
multitude of faithless and unprofitable children.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  15. 21, 22. 
 
Do you therefore take courage, and let not your hands 
be weakened: for there shall be a reward for your 
work. -- 2 Paralipomenon 15. 7. 
 
Delight in the Lord, and he will give thee the requests 
of thy heart. -- Psalms 36. 4. 

He will not deprive of good things them that walk in 
innocence: O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that 
trusteth in thee. -- Psalms 83. 13. 
 
But if any of you want wisdom, let him ask of God, 
who giveth to all men abundantly, and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him. -- James 1. 5. 
 
Before man is life and death, good and evil, that which 
he shall choose shall be given him.  
-- Ecclisiasticus  15. 14-18. 
 
Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and you shall find: 
knock, and it shall be opened to you. For every one 
that asketh, receiveth: and he that seeketh, findeth: 
and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened. Or what 
man is there among you, of whom, if his son shall ask 
bread, will he reach him a stone ? Or if he shall ask 
him a fish, will he reach him a serpent? If you then 
being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children: how much more will your Father who is in 
heaven, give good things to them that ask him ?  
-- Matthew  7. 7-11. 

 
 

  



Closing  May these words from God give you hope for your future and the future of your 
family. In writing this article, I am indebeted to Father Thomas David Williams who published a 
concordance of the Bible in 1908. His is a detailed index that gives the actual passages with reference to 
the Bible itself. The process on my part was to commission a scanned version of his book. Although the 
result is not publishable in and of itself due to multiple scanning issues, the resulting electronic version 
is searchable by category and keyword. All references to the Bible were verified.  As much as possible, 
duplicate passages were removed. Roman numerals were translated to arabic. (Any errors are my own. 
You are welcome to write to me with corrections.)The result is an organization of God’s word on various 
foundational career topics, what helps a person to become in-demand and therefore successful. For 
further study, think of a concordance as a topical index to the Bible. What you are wondering about, 
what God says about something, look that up in a concordance and read the passages offered there. 
Then, for greater insight, read the passage in its context in the Bible itself. In my personal view, Fr. 
Williams’ concordance is far superior to “modern” ones I have seen. In an earlier work I offered pointers 
into the Bible about careers and included appropriate books from the Bible. You are welcomed to make 
use of that text. 
 
 
Dr. Peter Raeth operates the CareerMentor website (http://InformationAnthology.net/CareerMentor). 
His education includes a Ph.D. in Computer Science from Nova Southeastern University in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, USA;  and training as a career development facilitator from the National Career 
Development Association. Developed over a successful 35-year career, his background includes business 
management, supervision, and team leadership. Technical achievements transition scientific theory to 
industrial reality. His numerous publications span technical areas and career development. He lives with 
Marilyn, his wife of 30 years, and is a lay Scripture and Eucharist minister in his parish. Dr. Raeth is 
extremely interested in passing on what he has learned in an effort to help raise the next generation of 
deeply competent and committed professionals. 
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